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Strawberries
Ripe & Ready

This Weekend!
Daily 8 a.m.-7 p.m.

915 Mitchell’s Lane, Middletown, RI 02842
(401) 847-3912    Sweetberryfarmri.com
Let us host your next green event

Island Carpet Tile & Hardwoods
695 West Main Road   Middletown 

847-2095
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Temperatures break
records across region

PROVIDENCE — New Eng-
land sizzled Wednesday with
record temperatures as the
region experienced an unusual
springtime heat wave.

The National Weather Ser-
vice said the mercury hit 95
degrees at T.F. Green Airport
outside Providence, breaking
the old record of 91 degrees set
May 26, 1965.

In Worcester, Mass., the tem-
perature rose to 93 degrees,
eclipsing the old record of 90
degrees for May 26, 1932.

A temperature of 98 degrees
was recorded at Bradley Inter-
national Airport outside of
Hartford, Conn., breaking the
previous record of 94 degrees
May 26, 1965.

To the north, Burlington, Vt.,
recorded a high of 91 degrees
on Tuesday, tying a record for
that date set in 1946. In Mont-
pelier, Vt., the temperature
reached 87 on Wednesday,
breaking a 32-year-old record
for the date by 2 degrees, accord-
ing to the weather service.

School board member 
faces new charges

PAWTUCKET — A Pawtuck-
et School Committee member
accused of stalking a former
boyfriend is now facing addi-
tional charges.

Amy Breault-Zolt, originally
facing just a felony stalking
charge, was charged earlier this
week with crank/obscene
phone calls and cyberstalking
and had her case moved to
Superior Court.

Breault-Zolt, 47, said she just
learned of the new charges on
Tuesday and refused to discuss
them. She said she is confident
she will be cleared. She also said
she intends on running for re-
election.

The divorced mother of four
was originally charged in
November shortly after ending
a relationship with a married
school department employee.

The man alleged he soon
began receiving unwanted tele-
phone calls, e-mail messages
and visits to his home from
Breault-Zolt.

Convicted sex offender
is held without bail

PROVIDENCE — A convict-
ed sex offender who talked his
way into a college student’s
apartment and pulled a knife on
her before she disarmed him
has been ordered held without
bail.

Authorities say 30-year-old
Jeremy Richardson is charged
with felony assault, breaking
and entering, and failing to
notify the police of a change of
address.

He did not enter a plea at
Wednesday’s appearance in dis-
trict court and was held pend-
ing an appearance in Superior
Court.

Providence police say
Richardson talked his way into
the 20-year-old Johnson & Wales
University student’s apartment
Monday by saying he was inves-
tigating a gas leak. She dis-
armed him, called her room-
mate, who called police.
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Boston Red Sox senior adviser Jeremy Kapstein 
gestures from the stands recently at Fenway Park in
Boston. Kapstein is running for lieutenant governor in
Rhode Island.

Red Sox executive running
for office rips incumbent

CRANSTON — Boston Red
Sox executive Jeremy Kapstein
has been a baseball super agent
and CEO of the San Diego
Padres. Now he’s applying for
the decidedly less glitzy job of
Rhode Island lieutenant gover-
nor.

In his first in-depth inter-
view Wednesday since filing
papers last month, Kapstein
said he’s running for the Demo-
cratic nomination against
incumbent Democrat Elizabeth

Roberts because he wants to
create jobs.

He faults Roberts for what he
says is a “lack of economic
ambition.”

Roberts’ campaign manager
said she has worked on a num-
ber of initiatives to help small
businesses, including increas-
ing access to credit.

Kapstein is the Red Sox’ sen-
ior adviser for baseball projects.
He said he would work full-time
for Rhode Island if elected.

Council amends conservation plan
By James A. Johnson
Daily News staff

In agreeing Wednesday night to some
changes in a conservation agreement
made more than a year ago, the
Portsmouth Town Council cut $125,000 off
the town’s bond obligation for the proper-
ty.

The unanimous vote came during a
budget workshop; adding the item to the
docket required the approval of four coun-
cil members.

In November 2008, the town teamed up
with the Aquidneck Land Trust to pur-
chase a conservation easement protect-
ing 128 acres of the Green Valley Country
Club from future development. The land
trust and the town each agreed to con-
tribute $1,280,000 to purchase the ease-
ment.

Since then, however, the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Management
became a party to the agreement and
agreed to contribute $250,000. The DEM
contribution would be split evenly between
the land trust and the town, so that
Portsmouth only will have to borrow
$1,155,000, using open space bond money

voters approved in 2007.
But DEM required some changes in the

original contract, and negotiations over
those changes have prolonged the
process.

Town Solicitor Donato Andre D’Andrea
said the other parties — DEM, the land
trust and the country club’s owners — are
ready to sign the new agreement.

After some discussion, the council
approved the agreement with DEM’s
changes and authorized President Peter
J. McIntyre to sign it.

The quick action was needed because
DEM needs the approval of the State Prop-
erties Committee to contribute the
$250,000. The signed agreement has to be
ready by Friday to be placed on the prop-
erties committee’s docket by Friday.

D’Andrea said he reviewed the docu-
ment and concluded that there were no
new changes that were detrimental to the
town.

He said DEM’s contribution gives the
department the same right as the town to
enforce the conservation easement by
making sure the owners of the land don’t
do things that might interfere with it being
kept open for public use.

“It does not increase the town’s obliga-
tion in any way, except that the town will
be getting $125,000 from DEM,” D’Andrea
said.

Councilman James A. Seveney asked if
the town simply was bringing another par-
ty to the table with a little bit of money
that would benefit the taxpayers of
Portsmouth.

“That is correct,” D’Andrea said. 
“This could be one of those great cir-

cumstances when the town may be look-
ing at free money,” Seveney said and made
the motion to approve the revised agree-
ment.

The council session was called to order
at 7 p.m. with only four members present.
When Councilman Hubert E. “Huck” Lit-
tle recused himself, that left the council
one vote short of being able to add the item
to the docket.

McIntyre said he would continue with
the budget workshop until other council
members arrived. The three others arrived
shortly thereafter and the item was placed
on the agenda by a 6-0 vote.

Send reporter James A. Johnson e-mail
at Johnson@NewportRI.com.

PORTSMOUTH

Redevelopment of Navy land
will move on to next phase 
By Matt Sheley
Daily News staff

The Aquidneck Island Reuse
Planning Authority finally is
official.

A notice of the establish-
ment of the local redevelop-
ment group was posted in the
Federal Register earlier this
week, meaning the process to
determine the future of 260 sur-
plus acres owned by the Navy
on the west side of the island
can move to the next phase.

“This officially begins the
planning process of the rede-
velopment work that’s
required by the Department of
Defense’s Office of Economic
Adjustment,” said Tina Dolen,
executive director of the
Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission, which has served
as the contact point for the
process so far.

“What’s great about this
process is that, working
through a consultant, each
community will have a rede-
velopment plan that suits their
needs, whether it’s job cre-
ation, taxes, recreation,” she
said.

A public workshop and tour
of the sites has been scheduled
for July 28 at 3 p.m., starting at
Middletown Town Hall, 350
East Main Road.

In early 2008, the Navy indi-

cated it no longer had use for
properties it held on the west
side of the island, including
the former Naval Hospital in
Newport, the former Navy
Lodge property and some
parcels along Burma Road in
Middletown and Tank Farms
1 and 2 in Portsmouth.

Since then, the local com-
munities have discussed ways
to shape the future of the sites
when they are released, a
process that has been delayed
several times at the request of
the federal Bureau of Indian
Affairs on behalf of the Nar-
ragansett Indian tribe.

The reuse planning author-
ity will guide the release and
redevelopment of the west side
properties, a process expected
to take 14 to 18 months.

Newport is represented on
the reuse planning authority
by city Planning Board Chair-
woman Naomi Neville and
Newport Redevelopment
Authority member Bill Corco-
ran; Middletown by town Plan-
ning Board Chairman and
Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission Chairman
Arthur S. Weber and Planning
Board member Jan Eckhart;
and Portsmouth by that town’s
Redevelopment Authority
Chairman Fred Faerber and
Redevelopment Authority Vice
Chairman Keith Humphreys.

Weber, who will serve as
chairman of the reuse plan-
ning authority, said that, as ear-
ly as this week, the authority
could hire a reuse coordinator
from a list of seven candidates.

“It presents the opportunity
for each of the towns to mirror
the roadmap laid out by the
West Side Master Plan,” Weber
said, referring to a plan devel-
oped under the auspices of the
Aquidneck Island Planning
Commission and approved by
all three communities. 

“For Middletown, there’s
been significant interest in pas-
sive recreation, for Newport,
there’s a real opportunity for
economic growth with the hos-
pital property, and then
Portsmouth has any number
of ways they can go with the
tank farms.”

Having representatives from
all three communities working
together toward the future was
a “win-win,” Weber said, espe-
cially with growing talk of
more island-wide efforts. 

“This is true consolidated
planning,” he said. “That’s the
best thing, having people work-
ing together and striving for
the same thing about what’s
best for the island.”

Send reporter Matt Sheley 
e-mail at
Sheley@NewportRI.com.

AQUIDNECK ISLAND
DEADLINE NEARS

Today is the deadline to
apply for federal disaster
assistance related to the
March flooding in Rhode
Island. 

Residents and business
owners can call (800)
621-FEMA or TTY (800)
462-7585 daily from 7
a.m.-10 p.m. to register
or can do so online at
www.fema.gov.

How to contact your local
elected officials:

JAMESTOWN
TOWN COUNCIL
Meets the first and third Monday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Town
Hall.
Michael F. Schnack, president:
423-3496
Robert D. Bowen: 423-9877
William H. Murphy: 207-1313
Michael G. White: 423-2661
Ellen Winsor: 423-2304
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Meets the first and third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Lawn
Avenue School.
Cathy Kaiser, chairwoman: 423-
3589
William ‘Bucky’ Brennan: 423-
9946
Julia Held: 423-1005
Julie Kallfelz: 423-3295
Dana K. Long: 423-2358

MIDDLETOWN
TOWN COUNCIL
Meets the first and third Monday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Town
Hall.
Christopher T. Semonelli,
president: 846-8628;
csemonelli@middletownri.com
Frank A. Bozyan: 846-6997;
fbozyan@middletownri.com
Richard P. Cambra: 855-5590;
rcambra@middletownri.com
M. Theresa Santos: 846-9030;
msantos@middletownri.com
Edward J. Silveira Jr.: 848-2372;
esilveira@middletownri.com
Robert J. Sylvia: 846-8634;
rsylvia@middletownri.com
Barbara A. von Villas: 846-8174;
bvonvillas@middletownri.com

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Meets the third Thursday of the
month at 7 p.m. at Oliphant
administration building.
Michael F. Crowley Jr., chairman:
846-6021; ride4458@yahoo.com
Kellie E. DiPalma: 847-8540;
kdipalma@gmail.com
Liana Ferreira-Fenton: 846-7938;
lfenton@mpsri.net 
William R. O’Connell: 847-5508;
boconnell51@cox.net
Theresa M. Silveira Spengler:
849-1339; tspengler@mpsri.net

NEWPORT
CITY COUNCIL
Meets the second and fourth
Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p.m. at City Hall.
At large
Jeanne-Marie Napolitano,
mayor: 847-5062;
JeanneMarieN@aol.com
Mary C. Connolly: 847-4912;
maryc.connolly@cox.net 
Stephen R. Coyne: 662-5109;
stephencoyne@cox.net 
Stephen C. Waluk: 847-0687;
swaluk@cityofnewport.com
First Ward
Charles Y. Duncan: 862-3557;
cyduncan@aiconnect.net 
Second Ward
Justin S. McLaughlin: 849-4731;
Justin2ndWard@cox.net 
Third Ward
Kathryn Leonard: 841-5283;
KateLeonar@aol.com
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Meets the second Tuesday of the
month at 7 p.m. at Thompson
Middle School.
Jo Eva Gaines, chairwoman:
846-7222; jeg227@aol.com
Rebecca Bolan: 847-5842;
greg.bolan@sparta.com

Hugo J. DeAscentis: 849-5673;
hjdea@aol.com 
Sandra J. Flowers: 847-7271;
sjflowersphd@yahoo.com 
Patrick Kelley: 847-2824;
pkkelley1@cox.net
Robert J. Leary: 847-0273;
sunnyleacottage@cox.net
Charles P. Shoemaker: 846-3388;
drshoe@verizon.net

PORTSMOUTH
TOWN COUNCIL
Meets the second and fourth
Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at
Town Hall.
Peter J. McIntyre, president:
683-0210;
pmcintyre@portsmouthri.com or
chiefmac76@cox.net
Dennis M. Canario: 683-4926;
dcanario@portsmouthri.com or
denamy1@aol.com
Karen J. Gleason: 683-9653;
karengleason9653@hotmail.com
Keith E. Hamilton: 683-5574:
keithhamilton@cox.net
Hubert E. ‘Huck’ Little: 846-3232
Jeffrey C. Plumb: 846-9185;
teamplumb@hotmail.com
James A. Seveney: 683-3046;
jseveney@portsmouthri.com or
seveney@cox.net 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Meets the second and fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at
Town Hall or the Portsmouth High
School library.
E. Richard Carpender, chairman:
846-0875; dcarpender@aol.com 
Michael Buddemeyer: 683-5948;
hisxnewport@msn.com 
Cynthia S. Perrotti: 846-4781;
cynthia.perrotti@gmail.com
Marilyn A. King: 293-0849;
mksmitty55@aol.com
Marjorie Levesque: 683-3231;
levgoty@cox.net

Angela Volpicelli:  848-5318;
avolprnc@cox.net
Sylvia Wedge: 682-2666;
sylvia@wedgeledge.com

TIVERTON
TOWN COUNCIL 
Meets the second and fourth
Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
at Town Hall.
Donald Bollin, president: 625-
6710;
president_towncouncil@tiverton.ri
.gov, d_bollin@tiverton.ri.gov 
Joanne Arruda,
j_arruda@tiverton.ri.gov 
Hannibal Costa,
h_costa@tiverton.ri.gov 
Louise Durfee,
town_council@tiverton.ri.gov 
Jay J. Lambert,
j_lambert@tiverton.ri.gov 
Cecil E. Leonard,
c_leonard@tiverton.ri.gov 
Edward A. Roderick,
e_roderick@tiverton.ri.gov 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Meets the second and fourth
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. in
the Tiverton High School library.
Jan Bergandy, chairman: 624-
8687;
Jbergandy@tivertonschools.org
Sally Black, 624-4706;
sblack@tivertonschools.org
Danielle Coulter, 525-0469;
dcoulter@tivertonschools.org
Carol Herrmann, 625-1606;
cherrmann@tivertonschools.org
Leonard Wright, 624-3315;
Lwright@tivertonschools.org

Meeting schedules are subject
to change. Check with your
local Town Hall or school
administration.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

The Daily News is interested in feedback from readers.

Let us know what you’re thinking by:

� Taking our online poll by logging on to
NewportDailyNews.com and clicking on ‘Polls.’

� Posting a comment on one of the poll questions by
clicking on ‘View Comments’ and then ‘Leave a Comment.’

� Sending a letter to the editor to Editor@NewportRI.com.

G E T  I N  T O U C H


