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APPENDIX A

Open Space Maps
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APPENDIX B
Detailed Methods



DETAILED METHODS

Open Space ldentification and Categorization

Isolate open space area from the Rhode Island Geographic
Information System (RIGIS) Land Use layer and overlay on
the municipal real estate parcels.

Assign a general open space type based on RIGIS Land
Use layer.

Use Rhode Island Department of Environmental
Management (RIDEM) conserved land layer to isolate
federal, state, and local parks and recreation areas (public
open space areas).

Use municipal resources, including assessment data and
existing open space studies to identify these publically-
owned open space areas.

Use assessment data and state records to identify
open space in use for education, historic, utilities, and
cemeteries.

Use buildings and impervious surface layers to identify
vacant lots (no buildings or impervious) and limited
development areas (less than 5% coverage).

Use RIDEM conserved land layers to identify conserved
parcels.

Perform a visual check, using 2008 orthography to
determine the accuracy of the categorization, paying
special attention to those labeled as agriculture, vacant,
limited development, or natural area.

Create consolidated spatial/attribute files for each
municipality.

Susceptibility Analysis

Identify state, municipal, and other data necessary to
create raster GIS layers based on the eight susceptibility
criteria.

Prepare raster layers, using fifty meter cell as the base. For
those criteria related to distance, use the ArcGIS straight
line distance function to create layers. For those dealing
with proximity, use the program’s density function to create
the layers.

Reclassify each of the criteria layers so that every cell
has a value of 1, 2, or 3, where 1 corresponds to areas
that are least susceptible to change and 3 to areas most
susceptible to change.

Combine the eight reclassified layers into a single grid.
Reclassify the combined layer so that it too is scored on a
scale of 1 — 3.

Overlay the municipal real estate parcel layers onto the
final susceptibility grid, and use the ArcGIS zonal statistics
function to assign a score to each parcel.

Adjust final parcel scores so that areas where change
is very unlikely such as water bodies or permanently
conserved land have low susceptibility scores.



APPENDIX C

Data Access Policy



DATA ACCESS POLICY

Data Access Policy

AIPC

AIPC will retain the original maps, data tables, etc.
produced through the open space mapping project.
It will use the maps, data, etc. for further analyses as
needed. The final project reports and maps will be
available on AIPC’s website and by request.

Municipalities

AIPC will provide the municipalities with copies of the
final project report and maps as well as the spatial/
tabular parcel data produced through the project.
AIPC leaves it to the municipalities to decide how to
distribute and make available this data.

Advisory Committee Members
AIPC will provide copies of the final project report and
maps to members of the advisory committee.

Other Government Agencies

Upon request, AIPC will provide copies of the final
project report and maps to members of local, state,
and federal government agencies.

Private Groups and Individuals
Upon request, AIPC will provide copies of the final
project report and maps to members of the public.
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